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N i / The beginning of your family tree is

not the famous gold prospector or burlesque

= — dancer or warrior chief from the distant past

who you hope that you can prove you're related to.
If you start with them, there are so many variables
and unknowns that you'll probably never get to

the lead character in this story: YUU .

' PEDIGREE (ANCESTRAL) CHART Suu—

-HHI

THE BEGINNING IS YOU.

First, sit down and write down what you know 7 ‘ PATERNAL
on a piece of paper. FATHER GRANDFATHER
: : (Your Father's Name) -
Draw a simple family tree: ) PATERNAL
b7 On the left of a piece of paper, YOU " ERANTDTHEE
put your name. (Your Name) .
MATERNAL
% Then draw a line that splits in two: GRANDFAITHER
put your father's name at the top MOTHER —
and your mother's at the bottom. (Your Mother's Name) MATERNAL
% Then do the same for each of them, Sl Hl
recording your grandparents. . ;
. DESCENDANT CHART (EXAMPLE) 2
; : :  PATERNAL _l_ PATERMAL | mATERNAL | | MATERNAL ‘
This shows all the children of particular couples. GRANDFATHER GRANDMOTHER =~~~

— = — =t

T““| GRANDMOTHER — | | GRANDMOTHER |
AR ’
|
|

% Put yourself and your siblings at the bottom
of the page.

MATERNAL MATERNAL
MEHHER\ | b ‘ UNCLE ‘

% Draw another line to each of your parents’ 5| [ q 1 |
parents and see whether you can list all ‘ You SIBLING ‘ ‘ SIBLING | l SIBLING
your great aunts and uncles with them. )

% Draw a line from yourselves to your parents
(who will be connected by a double line

to show they're married) and list their
siblings next to each of them.

UNCLE AUNT

PATERMAL PATERMAL ‘

Ask questions. Collect the details. You're building your story—
one generation at a time.

b 4
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n Ty &8 w |
\ 5] 1
wporTant v, § o [ g Dot X
: TES: e : |
RTAN AlL |'|I INCLUDE DA || Tohn William Smith |
W As well as the relationships between l birth S Ram:. 12 March 1948
parents, children and siblings, you'll | v Date a]f leath | Pretoria, South Africa |
want to include any dates of birth |'|I v Date C'f ; Married: 4 May 1972 ‘ h
and death and marriage dates that . Date of mar” Lage | " Johannesburg, South Africa | | g
you know, or ask someone in your || v i events | 15 |
family for them (in the next section, '|I J Other VP~ ration, || Died: 18 November 20 b |
we'll give you advice on interviewing fhde‘:Sm' mumﬂ ) | ' Cape Town, South A J
relatives). These will come in useful as \ military Service gL Ll'_*b_._
you start to fit more pieces of the puzzle |
together using archival material. 1
|
OKAY, GETTING THE PICTURE? | EWy fwmfy has
Start with what you know. Write it down. Draw your charts. : g
I
I
I

Whats yours?

GET IN TOUCH Email us: Visit our website:
Wke'dligve teiTs] pyoungosT y heather@ancestors.co.za www.ancestors.co.za
H = [FER? =l & [FRE

your family’s story.
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THE BEGINNING OF YOUR FAM-ILY TREE

The beginning of your family tree is not the famous gold prospector or
burlesque dancer or warrior chief from the distant past who you hope that
you can prove you're related to.

If you start with them, there A SIMPLE DESCENDANT CHART EXAMPLE PEDIGREE CHART

are so many variables and

unknowns that you'll probably William Richard Nanny

never get to the lead character Waoodland Underwoad

in this story: you. | | |l 1783=1841 | 796=1876

SO, THE BEGINNING IS YOU. o || i
First, sit down and write down E.:,EE,:ZW E,T::::E

what you know on a piece of | 18631950 1888
paper. Draw a simple family I |
tree: on the left of a piece of
paper, put your name. Then

draw a line that splits in two: I_‘
put your father's name at the
top and your mother's at the
bottom. Then do the same — — - —
for each of them, recording
your grandparents. This is a
pedigree, or ancestral, chart.

Charles William
WWoodland
| 8- 1945

2! %
Another kind of chart is a descendant chart - this shows all the children of r_~ ~ .
particular couples. Put yourself and your siblings at the bottom of the page. Draw 7}P
a line from yourselves to your parents (who will be connected by a double line to -
show they're married) and list their siblings next to each of them. Draw another Make sure you make a back-up,
line to each of your parents’ parents and see whether you can list all your great either printed to paper o to
aunts and uncles with them.
p : ) I o ' another COMPULer or Server.
As well as the relationships blerween parents, Chlldl’Efl and siblings, you'll eton bttt el
want to include any dates of birth and death and marriage dates that you : -
know, or ask someone in your family for them (in the next section, we'll give your work to a fried hard drive or
you advice on interviewing relatives). These will come in useful as you start computer virus. Keep paper files
to fit more pieces of the puzzle together using archival material. safely locked away from heat,
moisture and thieves (no, really!).
OKAY, GETTING THE PICTURE? NEED MORE SPACE TO RECORD DETAILS? 4 y
Then it's time to use better tools. Ancestors.co.za offers two spreadsheets on
the website that are very useful.
« ANCESTRY CHART: Your first chart (the one with you on it) will be o s
numbered 1. The chart follows one person back four generations. You can D I D Yuu KN BW?
follow specific individuals further back on separate sheets: just keep your . &

numbering clear!

« FAMILY GROUP SHEET: This is a snapshot of one family: mother,
tather and children and includes space for information on the parents’
profession, other marriages and more. This is a useful sheet to take along
when interviewing living relatives.

It's likely you'll have a few false starts and misunderstandings, so it's probably The longest |:-’ e tha
. easiest to organise your family tree on paper first. When you're feeling worlilietiay s hatlc: ihe Chiness
g confident, try some free family tree software like Family Tree Builder, Legacy
or Gramps. These programmes are very powerful and will be invaluable in
helping you manage your family tree and its processes once it becomes more
complex. They compile your data in a specific file format (GEDCOM, an
acronym for GEnealogical Data COMmunication), so that it is possible to
share your information with other genealogists around the world.

philosopher and educator Confucius
(351479 BC). The tree has
been maintained for over 2500
years. It spans more than
B0 generations, and includes
more than 2 million members
(1.3 million of which are
Ii'ving m-u;laﬂ.

Source: Wikipedia
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Ancestors.co.za offers a great service to help build your family tree.
, Once we have completed your research you can use the tree given to
= you to add to other public trees so South African genies can pool their research.

= e ——— e —— e ———

Remember, a family tree is simply a chart, like a skeleton, which shows how members of a family are related.
As you develop your genie skills, you're going to want to build a family history, the fruit and flowers of the

@ family tree. Documents such as diaries, letters, photographs, property deeds, ship’s records and newspaper
.:_\g obituaries are all useful in painting the picture of how your ancestors lived.
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LOOK AT SOURCES AROUND YOU IN

YOUR ATTIC, DUSTY CHEST OF DRAWERS,
BISCUIT TIN IN THE CUPBOARD
AND OLD FURNITURE T0O

Scratch through your cupboards and you'll find letters,
report cards, certificates, family bibles, photos, schoel

reports... all sorts of potentially useful stuff (you knew

it would come in handy some day!) Ask your siblings

and parents to do the same and you'll see the puzzle

pieces of your immediate family's history come
together: a starting point for taking your genealogy
excavations further.

@@ YQUR RELATIVES

The most valuable things you have as a budding
genealogist are your living relatives. Even if you
have already decided you only want to follow the
maternal line or you're only interested in an obscure
cousin on your father's side, interview everyone
who you can now. Genealogy can be a lifelong g
pastime and when you decide to pick up a different
thread in a decade or two, you'll be thrilled that
you did this groundwork now. Relatives also often
have interesting info on the other side of the family,
so your work won't be wasted!
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FIRST, YOU'LL NEED TOOLS

MOEILE PHONE: You can write notes, but it's always
good to have the story in people’s own words and you'll
have a record that you can consult later. A mobile phone
is far superior — there's nothing worse than running out
of tape, especially if you only realise after some time!
Dictaphones can also be set up to record telephone
conversations, which is useful when you can’t get to
distant relatives.

* Relatives often don't want to let documents and
photographs out of their sight, so you may need
to take photographs of them.

e YYour relative may find it obtrusive 2 # =g wdonce
they relax you'll be capturing some invaluable footage.

Most ce”phc:nes have voice recorders and cameras —
this is good for recording impromptu discoveries.

SCANNER: If you're feeling really flush or
you're planning on publishing your family
history and need high quality copies of
photographs and documents, you could
get a portable scanner. These days you
can get nifty ones that plug straight into

your USB port of your laptop.

Every photograph, letter and story is a piece of the puzzle. Ancestors.co.za

Preserve fﬂdﬂy, discover tomorrow. Building bridges to your past
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THEN, YOU'LL NEED A PLAN

Think about who you need to speak to first: this may depend on
age or on a particular person's key place in your family tree. You
may need to travel to another part of the country: plan to see all

your relatives in one trip. You may want to ask them if there is

a graveyard you should visit while you're there too.

The more you speak to people, the more you'll need to know.
Keep a record of letters, phone-calls and e-mails so that you
can keep track of who you've spoken to and what information
you needed from them, as well as have everyone's contact

details in one place.

LIST MAKE KEEP VISIT & VISIT
RELATIVES CONTACT RECORDS EXPLORE GRAVEYARDS

' €E) ADVICE ON INTERVIEWING RELATIVES

Interviews are fascinating and quite challenging. You've got to be a real
family detective, rooting out facts without upsetting the person, finding
different ways of jogging their memory and thinking of clever ways to
make “guestimates” of dates and places. Remember, as useful as
interviews are, you can't take everything that is said at face value.
Sometimes people don't remember things clearly, sometimes they cover
things up and sometimes what they believe is the truth is a lie someone

else has told them.

If you're recording the interview on a mobile phone simply say “1 would
like to record this rather than write notes because it's easier to
concentrate on what you're saying,” and then put it down on the table
between you, with the microphone facing your interviewee. He or she
will soon forget it's even there.

Ruestion= to osk:

~ Your chimhﬂﬂd‘?

— School ':l"""‘":'lﬁ'?

_ \Werk Life

= Ei?grlﬂﬂﬂﬂ-ﬁ?
Fami'l.'-j ':'-'l:|:|.'|:"h*|3'-“1""Tlr

DATES ASK QUESTIONS CAREFULLY

Try and get exact dates of births, “Tell me about your father's military

T

NAMES

Get all names, including middle names

and nicknames, from your relatives. Ask marriages, deaths and other events. If career?” is big, vague and impersonal
them to spell the names and whether the your relative can't remember the date, and might overwhelm your relative. Try
names were ever spelled any other way. ask them to remember how old they something that will jog specific memories,
were, whether it was summer or winter, like: “De you remember your father
or whether another relative whose birth telling you any stories about the war?”
date you know had been born yet.

"E very conversalion is a clue. Ancestors.co.za

E Vel ﬁﬂuf is @ piece of uour ory. Building bridges to your past
i P 7t /4
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HERE ARE SOME PERSONAL QUESTIONS

YOU COULD ASK TO GLEAN FASCINATING FAMILY HISTORY
DETAILS FROM YOUR RELATIVES:

¢ Who were you named after?

¢ Where did you grow up? What was the place like then? Whathas
changed?

What did your father/mother do for a living? Did it interest you?

¢ What were your siblings like? What did you enjoy doing with them?

¢ What family traditions did you celebrate?

¢ Where did you go to school?

* Where did you go on family holidays? What did you enjoy about it?

¢ Who was the oldest person you can remember in your family as a child?
What do you remember about them?

* How did you meet your husband/wife?

+ When you got married, where did you live and what was it like?

¢ What did you do for a living? What was it like? How has it changed?

¢ Have you travelled? Where did you go? What special memaories do

BE SENSITIVE: you have?

Your family member may have painful ¢ What effect did (the Second World War, the pass laws, apartheidetc)
mernories that they don't want to speak about. have on you?

Don't push them. ¢ How long have you lived where you live now? What has changed in
that time?

WRITE DOWN THE QUESTIONS ON CARDS. This will also help

l'-F

Lntgruie.w

u get back on track if your family member goes off on a tangent. 2
-._._-_-_._._._-—-—'_'_

Remember that older people can get tired quickly, so if you have
lots of questions to ask, schedule more than one chat. 1 Who were o
ﬁaﬂ‘l.ﬂd. ﬂﬁﬂr :

7. Where di‘}; o
@ SAVE THE RECORDING of your interview in a safe place. grov_ie
.

3 what did You'
If you have the time and patience, you can transcribe the - : Eather do’?

e
interview, or there's good voice recognition software that 4. Family yradifions:
can do it for you. 5-_ School?

KEEP EVERYTHING ORGANIZED. store your recordings,

notes and photos with clear file names and dates.
Back them up!

PHOTOGRAPHS

If you can convince your relatives to let you take the photograph

CHECK THE BACK SHARE & VERIFY

Wedding of
John & Mary

away to make a scan, you're in luck! Otherwise you'll need to take
a photo of the photo.

Make a note of the photo's file number or stick a number to the

original photograph before taking your own. In your notepad, KIHFFEF

against this number, copy down any inscription that is on the back CﬂFE Town

of the photo as well as the name and location of the photographer. j?#ﬁ

If there's no inscription, ask your relative if he or she can identify

the pecple and place in the photo. / ‘

You can take your copy of the photo to other family members = “ :
Al a1t Ieari i ey e Evortt for tet 1 rraskon m et Add a number to Take a clear photo Copy down any Show it to other relatives
of who you got the information from and on which date. the original photo. of the photo. inscriptions. to confirm details.

Record with care. Every detail you capture

Preserve for generations. } tcdz.uy ]'5 a piece of your
' family's tomorrow.

Listen with empathy.
Every story is a gift.

Our stenies connecl us. Ancestors.co.za

Presenve Yyour F.{l.-::lﬁ 1 .I'I-:‘,‘-F{;-'I.Ea yeur guﬂme.: Building bridges to your past
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. NOW, PICK A BRANCH

As tempting as it may be to dive in and follow every juicy lead, you'll find

that you will soon become overwhelmed. Your research will be far more
satisfying if you focus. You could follow back your maternal or paternal line
to a progenitor (direct ancestor), such as your first ancestor to arrive in
South Africa. Or you could chose to find all the descendants of a particular
couple (say your great-great-great grandparents) and their descendants,
discovering a wide network of living cousins.

You'll also have to consider your financial and time resources: proving
that you're related to Henry the Eighth may require that you travel to
England or hire a professional genealogist. You'll be going back 20
generations and an investigation this complex would take years, if not
decades.

|\ BL P8 REASONS TO PICK A BRANCH
|

L
o

CHOOSE YOUR PATH

FOLLOW A LINE FOLLOW A COUPLE

you have a lot of leads for that line,
making it a natural place to start

you are trying to find a long-lost
family member (perhaps on behalf of

Trace your maternal Find all the descendants an elderly relative)
or paternal line back of a particular couple : !
; j \ you are trying to secure an ancestral visa
to a progenitor. and discover your wide

you want to trace a hereditary disease

® family network. |

you've seen an old photo of an ancestor

who looks like you, and you're inspired
to trace your genetic heritage

- .
LY T

you would like to prove a family legend true

THINK ABOUT RESOURCES

Consider your time, budget and
whether you need to travel or
seek professional help.

—
N &

you'd like to know who all your
living relatives are

you're trying to find a memento that
was “lost " to a distant relative

you believe you're related a particularly
famous historical figure

you know that there is a piece of land

@000 600006

that you could claim for under South
Africa’s land restitution policy.

PATERNAL LINE

~_~ ASPECIFIC COUPLE

.

. FAMILY NETWORK
FOCUS. PLAN. DISCOVER. - R .
Decide the scope of your project before getting absorbed ' f "
e g

into the fascinating task of tracing your family history.

gl.alf‘lu{ d’ﬂﬂu)'i{ has a ".fﬁ-ﬂf Ancestors.co.za

,fﬂ-trﬁ hfn’F yow 51ﬂd Ejf&ﬂfz.-ﬁ-. Building bridges to your past
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CHECK WHETHER
THE RESEARCH HAS
ALREADY BEEN DONE

You'd be surprised how many people share your interest in genealogy.
Twelve generations of a family (taking you back to the early 1700s)
produces 8190 descendants, so it's quite possible that one of them
has already done some of the research work for you.

Before you go any further, see if you can find and

draw on these resources.

JOIN A SOCIETY OR A DISCUSSION BOARD

Joining a society or a local Facebook group that allows you to benefit from
and contribute to a community researching families — gems will come your
way and you'll also be able to help others find those precious missing pieces.

#F There are a number of national and regional societies. The old

oL L
Genealogical Institute now at CPUT in Wellington has the largest collection by v *@..
g it honos et - Shodt out - Tp P
of researched families in the country (https://genza.org.za/index.php/en/) | =
|

The Genealogical Society of South Africa, a national body, has 11 chapters If you're tracing your relatives
throughout South Africa. back to England, you might

An active local regional society is The Cape Town Family History Society want to consult the website of
(www.family-history.co.za). - the Guild of One-Name Studies

!
.one-name.org) to see

whether your family name is
There's bound to be a society near you, but the internet means you don't registered

have to be constrained by geography: there are dozens of discussion boards
on various topics all over the web, so see what discussions you can find on
your topic of interest.

There are also societies that focus on particular areas of family history.

§8§ ¥ ®

CAPE TOWN My T .
FAMILY HISTORY | Sy 1. o (i (IO
SOCIETY i 1.!!1 s | e R OF —

ik A e BTy SOUTH AFRICA
11 "I_‘I v e 8 -

= ,,\ }1.

!

- | Py
. B g -
e e o e T S
2y e SRR o, B r
1-‘-_ "'.h“'.-..rl"_.-._.-'-_-_ Al e

EST. 1962
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@ SHARE KNOWLEDGE. PRESERVE HERITAGE. DISCOVER YOUR STORY. www.ancestors.co.za
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BELIEVE IT OR NOT,

there are people who have compiled entire books

f Ancesturs South Africa

Benesiapcal Rnaurch Servni.

ONLINE BOOKS COLLECTION

h"'l.'.k' Fﬂﬂgl:' of I'E:.(l-d-l-l'-g-led and
s chabje I"'-E!-Im:.;

on immigration schemes, sportsmen of the 1800s

and similarly obscure topics.

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

OTHER FREE ONLINE BOOKS ON
WWW.ANCESTORS.CO.ZA

COLLECTION INCLUDE:
Ancestors Research South Africa www.ancestors.co.za
. » Women of South Africa 1913

e South African Jewish Yearbook 1929
AIDED IMMIGRATION [, example, if you suspect one of your

FROM '  Prof Robert Shell's Changing Hands:

Many of these you'll find in libraries, some you might discover in second

hand book stores. There is also a wide selection of books available on

: BRITAIN TO | ances*_turs arrwe‘.d from Britain aftet the Aeaier i of Boncape EE-bba)

. SOUTH AFRICA - 1820 influx (which has been extensively publication which covers censuses at the
i 1857 — 1867 - researched), you could search through Cape Slave Lodge, slave purchases and
f: e - Esme Bull's unique and valuable book owners and slave bank accounts.
I ESME BULL . Aided Immigration from Britain to e Also useful is Prof Shell’s

b _ South Africa 1857-1867. From Diaspora to Diorama — The Slave Lodge,

It contains lists of immigrant5 as well which includes cargo lists of thousands
of slave names.

ﬁ{ /!'E" JM*}% .' . as descriptions of the conditions on

‘ -t'rﬁ'!‘ _ !r. ﬁ;W ~ the ships and the social historical

f* context of their arrival.

ey = = . * =
= _1_ =P e i -l
- " — 1

T T oy,

CHANGING

W OM EN C FROM DIASPORA
SOUTH AFRICAN
OF SOUTH AFRICA 3 i HANDS TO DIORAMA
1913 JE‘%UI?}H | A CALENDAR OF BOKDAGE — THE SLAVE LODGE
e ' ROBERT SHELL

YEARBOOK ' ROBERT SHELL
1929

DICTIONARY OF SOUTH AFRICAN BIOGRAPHY VoLS 1-5
All these books are an invaluable resource for people from a wide range of backgrounds. o

e , | GROOT AFRIKAANSE FAMILIENAAMBOEK
Starting with these carefully researched and searchable online books will save you &
hours in the archives as well as publications like Dictionary of South African Biography BRITISH FAMILIES IN SOUTH AFRICA
Vol 1-5, Groot Afrikaanse Familienaamboek, British Families in South Africa and , :

German Personalia at the Cape 1652-1806. GERMAN PERSONALIA AT THE CAPE 1652-180¢

Keep in mind that unless you've got
a clear picture of your immediate
ancestors (their full correct names,
dates and places of birth etc)
searching through these resources
can be like the proverbial needle in
a haystack — you might not even be
a part of the branch they're
researching.

If you've got a particularly commeon (and, sometimes,

a particularly uncommon) surname, you may find

projects focused on them. For example, many family
names have their own websites, with stories of family |
branches and interesting ancestors, bits of family trees |
that you can contribute to and even regular organised §
international "reunions”.

]

it | -'
/% SHARE KNOWLEDGE. PRESERVE HERITAGE. DISCOVER YOUR STORY. Www.ancestors.co.za
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' ‘ "HANG ON JUST A MINUTE: READ THIS FIRST

Start following
the paper trail

Once you've gleaned as much information as you can from your relatives, = e
you're going to get down to the real dusty, dirty work of getting together 1
the paperwork. Believe it or not, this is the exciting part. You will confirm
suspicions, uncover secrets, explode family myths and discover new sub-plots.
As you find, record and connect each document, your family history becomes
firmer, more real and you will be able to vividly visualise your ancestors
stretching back for centuries. It's the most addictive puzzle you'll ever start!

I;!:I [T d i =

7 Farmlly Trees

® It's easy to get carried away by an exciting discovery during your research and
find yourself following a trail without even thinking to take notes along the

If you're tracing your relatives

way. You'll always regret shoddy record-keeping, particularly when you find back to England, you might
yourself wanting to verify a particular fact in a few weeks', or years', time. want to consult the website of
et the Guild of One-Name Studies

® Record the source accurately and in detail, including any identifying (www.one-name.org) to see
codes (archival series codes, book ISBNs etc). Don't forget to include the date whether your family name is
and place you accessed it.

® Be methodical and file your notes and papers diligently. Use specialised
software if it will help, but simple, well-marked hanging folders will also do
the trick. Pick a system and apply it consistently.

the line - what better legacy to leave your genealogically inclined great-great-
grandchild than fantastically organised and preserved records?

-
: Ty

L B s — - -

o — B e ag—— R I a— | — -

An important point to keep in mind as you embark on your research is
that surnames are often spelled differently across generations and between
different records. A priest copying down your great-grandfather's name
might have been confused by his accent, for example, and then spelled his
name phonetically. It's likely there were other people with similar names in
the area at the same time, confusing things further. That is why it is as
important to get as much information as possible from your living relatives —
middle names, dates, occupations, military service — this will be very valuable
once you start working with documents from the archives, deeds office and
cemeteries and want to cross-check whether you have the correct person.
When searching databases going further back, try various spellings of your

surname (eg. Claasen, Klaase, Klasan) for the best chance of successfully
pinning down that elusive ancestor.




Compulsory official registration of births, marriages and deaths

TYPES OF DOCUMENTS

The easiest documents to find are the official documents plotting out the
big events of your ancestors’ lives: their birth, marriage, property purchases
and death. You will want to gather as many of these documents pertaining
to an individual as possible: you should have three sources for every piece

e -
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of information before you can consider it verified. You want to be sure your
information isn't flawed and that you're following the right family tree. !

commenced as follows:

When keeping your records,
write surnames in
CAPITAL LETTERS

to prevent them becoming
confused with first names.

If you are looking for an
ancestor born before civil
registration came into effect,
you'll need to consult
church records.

Provinces Births Marriages Deaths
Cape 1895 1700 1895 et
MNatal 1868 1845 1888
Transvaal 1901 1870 1901
Orange Free State 1903 1848 1903
b
DEATH NOTICES DEATH NOTICE. |No. /7060..
: PURSDAKT TO mETi;z:wr':I?:;;.fﬁE‘:fnr::H THE & _
The first piece of the puzzle ACHDEATIAR petown

comes at the end. First, you'll
need to look for your ancestor's
death notice. The death notice

forms the basis of a deceased
person's estate papers and
contains valuable information
including date and place of birth;
date and place of death; parents
names; name of spouse(s) and
children, and sometimes includes
dates of birth of children and
married names of daughters,
place of residence and whether
the deceased left property.

Death notices can be found in
the Mational Archives or in the
Master of the Supreme Court
records for more recent deaths.

The death notice is different
to the death certificate, which

is issued by a doctor or coroner.
This verifies the date of birth from

Wana o (he decrsend

Hivrtplncr weed Muzzealioy wdl

thi Secmaesd

Mg o b drveaded
Cpupatizn in like

W hathae madried, widosey

Oof e Ll

Meia of the dnernied’s

[iwiz of dcalk

o] bt {leF DT O CxLRErT
T

Has ihe decearrd laft any

Oirddnary plae of rrreaf e s }

P."_ﬂ.ﬂ--.u.r-d wposcee (I Byl

Ag I Lrwmn

8 it of b, of Lhr decreeed,

Glasgow, Seotland. Sooctmman -

Fanhior

|

|
ll .I| Ailleet b
|

Farty-mix yT
, Shipping Clark
Pact Elizaboth, Caps Provinoo.

THOMAS HILL
160 Eakdale St., OLasgow.
ROBE HILL,

1749 Bellabouston Deive,
Flowen OLAGION.

Widower.

HELEN HILL (born HOUSTOH)

ard Novamber, 1509.

fth September, 1927.

i bianant

Port Elizaboth.

Diwbre Capa Frovlnce.

P ormgae (L7

HART DECHSON LEAGE, Shawlaods, Glasgow.

THOMAS OBOROZ HILL, 53 Cotowold Delwe, Saxcasold,

Jehanneabars .

DAYID HILL, 10 Eokdale 5t., CrosakLll,
1

dlasgeow, Scotland.

| ELIZABETH FREEDIE, do:
ISABELLA WIPOND JACKS0M, 179 Bellahooaton belve,

Homapack, Glasgow.

JERSIE MACARTHUR HILL, e

aurrshle propeny 7 : ine.
a birth certificate and date of death | ju. e tomset ity | yaq.
on the death notice, what they :‘::","hl_* F:‘T,:wﬁ_._,.ﬁ T
hed mELEIT Cumn 1 =} "l-“
died of and whether they were a- M g mal
: Has Eloe dvcraensd belt & =l | Toa .
married or not. e £ 11th  deyof  Daotober w027,
Signed M_M_Ié’m}
i # This death notice is a classic example of what 1. o s et
i a death notice should look like if completed correctly. el AR -
, Everything is beautifully filled out including the name of e o N :
| - BT PR PR P
the deceased's pre-deceased spouse plus the bonus e My z
{ clues of physical addresses for the children and their trancil b B3 e
married names, s '

No. /708 i
FORSUANT NEEE:::ES{ NﬂTIﬂE_ 13 DEC fﬂf’:: y
op m"fmﬁ;”'fﬁ e i o
flooe of the dorued ___ JOHR NTLL,
Brdlar sad M,
He dm“: <l o e dresannd Glangow, Sootland Scotemn

[ Fidower,

Ifentity Mumber of Deceased
Surmame

First Mames
Diate of Birth
S

Masital Status
Date of Death
Tume af Death
Place of Daath
Prowvince

Cause of Death

Cartified by

Dt 1sgued

_ DEATH CERTIFICATE

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA
DEPARTMENT OF HOME AFFAIRS

DEATH CERTIFICATE
A

460118 0017 08 O |
WADDELL

ANNA MAGRITHA ELIZABETH
1946-01-18

FEMALE

MARRIED

2008-07-27

07:45

BLOEMFONTEEN

FREE STATE

MATURAL CAUSES

DE. J. Pienaar
M.B. Ch.B.

2008=-07=-30

cl566584

place of death.

—Ghe—

DIRECTOR-GENERAL: HOME AFFAIRS

P> This modern death certificate is an abridged

computerised version. It does not tell us who —
she was married to, her occupation or much ’_,- ER
else besides her data of death, |D, causes and .*"r Q{b "@g' ~

.
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TYPES OF DOCUMENTS

— i e ————

BAPTISM RECORDS

These are found in church archives or in the original
church office. It gives the date of birth of the individual

Birth records are closed for 100 years after the birth r.:-f
the individual, so you won’t be able to access birth ’r‘*‘*

and the names of their parents. Baptism records are a certificates from in the archives only birth registers. =
way to trace ancestors born before official birth records o Only el rdgiathes i the Gae [n the Ghpe Tirwn g”_
were instituted. They are also a way to cross-reference i \ 4

Archives between 1895 - 1970 and Natal. o

a birth certificate, so that you can be sure you're tracing

the correct family tree. https://www.ancestors.co.za/birth-records-south-africa/

can be obtained and not the Transvaal or the Orange
Free State.

“Free slaves™ were also baptized more than we realise
and records from the seventeenth and nineteenth

centuries are particularly useful.

® However, you can request a copy of the certificate from
Home Affairs but make sure you always order and
unabridged or vault birth certificate otherwise there
will be no parents names given.

Rl e ey —
( - | ( BIRTH BERTIFIEATE SAMPLE |

4
Fa

; Page 18. I ; :
| | BAPTISMS solemnized in the l‘::.:l—._:.f He [,3 J’M....._IH in the Division of _ fateden_ ia the Year 1927, FORM OF INFORMATION OF A .-' BIRTH : ACT No. 7 OF 1894,
RARE ‘:T= ‘il"HB ik b : E — a n wea for faloo plalémedla w u mnda NEW |aasneg aa aa [or Uy
H'::"IT:"‘- Ohclotiza Neme, I.I:l!w!-:g_ihr Chrbla = Abafa, '-i‘::_s_;-k ||nlb?"r:1-:-;:l:l.n_| PR ev— I I- _1"""“""““' I:j'-ilf\-:' :'ld': I:-r:l- : '!'ﬂ'H.IP‘:mnI r#;::r l':lrnn I':lm [ |Ii::|a %0 & pEn I-Jhl.l:r :r|:.l. -r-r::idi:i-l 4
192 . — 3+ 4 §| CHILD—{n) 7—’_'
?. Ml &“"‘ 5§ L'uT e fondun banl, I L. Dute of Birth 7 #e€eetey EWH%F crecter mgf 1
fr*lj-"ltl' q.’tlmr % Williaes Laledim, Shor Bandlus jrmuq E' |'l. I!-E-: "_‘,{ I : 2, Flase whers Born /Z: 3 A et |
3" "l:il Ly U ﬁ,ma‘,- O i m-nﬂd-_- L i 3, Christian Names (if any) ﬁﬁ'ﬂt -I:-E:.__ _{-'-"-f:ﬂ;'-if-f_ ) " |
Ko b ég-?lf-.in., ‘.:_-.-.3,:.1, ! 4. Box ./{?sﬁ;ﬂf&
AT IO — 0E han ks Eimahin 5|1 hat Mo 1rr|i:|'||' G Padl ATaler Jaliuiy B PR, dlrtga i ddel reda on be cabored hamio,
I':r'l?. ] J-'ﬁ m.‘l' L‘ ...I:.n.. “imlul‘-rl -- a thad preweiidy r wl & l..i.-\.lr il T r R i ETR R T I:r;:.lu.ll..-l.g ITald eeaaat or Pulice Oficer),
M 15 = Lma i (et M'IC'I. ramal l'|'|.lr|l|l'\.- i bwiyw b i ) | DA il Ol T P TP T P
Wanch. Jsabella. J v ! Ligors Hower bt oo acaioi . 1 g ] e e |
13% Vo 19 1‘-] {Sella Hoed daleavir }fl.—vﬁnﬂ S 0. 1% g &, Chriwftan Nanses and Surname //ﬁ;!f/ﬁ?ﬁ}._ F S vl:-"“.ﬂ?'r fﬁ?.r_’,—fﬂ
. Ne. J0 Tanwa I, 8, Opcopation %&"}" Ersed . fffi'f—’ﬁl /{J C/ﬂ"-ﬁzl_ﬂﬁ:? i": %ﬂ Srae
b 1927 Wilkia T L I 7. Tace (b) Ve f:ﬁi—r. i g
1 _ o | William e || MOTHER— : 2
'I"lln ica 5 T, &wt’ o f o, i s =
M‘::L' 1\1.;..-.““- o [f” (s a P)c-t Mover | dladrass 'ﬁ""ﬂ“‘ “L: %ﬁ“ﬁ“ﬁfp | 8. Chriotian Names /%;F"LF:W/ a2 .."'15? B |
[ e L Doodt | wd Maiden Serags /G onlne 2 : |8
Ke. Tl {‘jal:n.i.lr I&r_]'.-trnlr-l-r-a- | 0. Race(b) zf’-'r-'-"i" E?lr Cadog L R e — :_L
. INFORMANT— -
: . s =}
192 ] m 1—:'“. 1]—4 ':'n.'n'_ll-iu.#- -'!lut.rr ; ; I__.rnﬂ-n-:l Surart” s . } 1k, l.':'r:[:ln.u] Sigaatere (oe i'|_[a.r5:':| //g-r"':'f ﬁf‘?},_;f / e f#'.
-n"-"-"'""J" rt Hnm' c{n-l-:-m.r Kalie kw‘a -8, ﬂlhv“-"-b 1.!:|.-I|f|n:-=- icif ,.;-:;_ o . {-3_:
2 | 110|335 g e | B e
Wo. 71 EL-.JIamtnv ! Signed in my presence oo this day af 1559 !
mﬁ s T T e e - T = el T W N '1_': - Witnesa (c) g.:

A This Anglican Church bapnsma] register entry from St. Saviours
in Claremont is a sample of what information you might glean from
a normal church baptismal register.

A This old birth certificate from 1898 gives the child's full name as
well as the parents’ full names and mother’s maiden name and the
father’s occupation and address.

— = — === —— e

Smim

gl T T — 2 N L RN RN P St LY L
@ﬁ DOCUMENTS TELL STORIES + RECORDS BUILD LEGACIES « DISCOVER YOUR HERITAGE \ ~)°
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BEGINNERS GUIDE
TYPES OF DOCUMENTS

— .

) MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES

This gives the names of the people getting married, their
witnesses and the date and place. Often the place of

birth is recorded and if the married couple are minors, the :
names of their parents.

Depending how old the certificate is, in many instances
someone over the age of 21 was no longer a minor - but
these rules have changed over the years.

You can access marriage certificates before 1970 in the
Cape Town Archives but they do not always cover

marriages from churches or from the magistrates court,
otherwise you need to apply in person at Home Affairs.

e —

b

However you can contact one of these 1. www.apostil.co.za
companies that offer a logistics service. 2. www.docassist.co.za
Flease tell them that you were 3. www.docsdu.co.za
e i e 4. www.bunnyhop.co.za

X el 43 S, [
. MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE SAMPLE

189/, Marriage solemnised a1 u-f.:zc:-'."';r; oy . iin the Cousty or Division of "I{E‘,.-"} Kicer , Colony of Natal .o

No. When Muried. Womes and Sormeres, Aga. Conalicirn. i 2L e Rosdonor ot fomag Lolimheed | Lonerst by wiees

Frefaeon Jul:lr:.h_"-’ 1 agomca }“'Un':‘::nﬁp'.
||, | Madalombane f
! T Jala?'. ] .-?Eﬂ I'.';::?'nw&um z{eﬁ!’ ?j.ﬂd.l{d’fm .?.[4:1-:':11 a;.ﬁef';;.:nue-‘{
i J.rg'.:l;‘.r E?wm ML ,ﬂ_cma.
I r.ﬂ!.-l!':i I‘:H.-l'.:l"l. s I.I"? [. ; ;" IF-?H '-I!-I:l.rl'h-!l.-
i ) . | uliimaicr = -
| Ra Kafarta i/ IT: Lot
| Mabcse ;
Married in the ??:'I;:d-&?ﬂh. .-‘T:sl'.-tdﬂrl.ﬂﬁé in .:-L?;ﬁq:-l'.l:-:d,'.-:l-nwr{ aforesaid by me .:'!? 2 fﬂfa}-’?‘
Thia Marriage | Madatarmbare Ha -irﬁu:?-"h.-u-ﬁlﬂ-:l [Fm—..-_'m X | | Es-r-lnl.-.': P ﬂ.‘ie‘rtj'l-mﬂ-"r
wiis solemniesd o mank I In the presence of = el
bertween o = . = | 4 .
LFﬂfanu'nc fa Kalarda. Habase .:f } !.;'ﬂ"r::'.&-'me':n Howomewe, X
."n..:.:n"i: m::ﬁ.ll:'_

A This sample of a marriage certificate from 1895 tells us
that both the bride and groom were illiterate (see their
“marks” middle bettom) but the witnesses were not —
unfortunately they don't give parents’ names which is
standard in South African marriages.

These are referred to as illiquid cases and are kept in the
National Archives up to about 1970 - this varies from Archive
to Archive — modern ones are kept the High Court.

The marriage certificate is often attached within the illiquid
case file and finding it here is usually easier than getting it

from Home Affairs. :
J ; X T

il . I TR I : i
' ILLIQUID CASE SAMPLE (DIVORCE RECORD)

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF 50UTH AFRICA Ej)a?.-ﬂ::]‘? ?f ;?33

(TRANSVAAL PROVINCIAL DIVISION)
In the matier between
ALFRED HEMRY JOHNSOMN Flaintiff

i]1||.|

MARY ELIZABETH JOHNSON (née WILSON) [fendani.

FETITION FOR DIVORCE.

Attached:
s ED |
2l =
i 1 £ :-J?f-am-u::-:.lf:-; I'_?c-'-f-}"ri:n-f-'t-
ep 1833 S . M s
29 okl ok 2, ,{.-'cf’:«a"’.ﬂ.ﬂ.-t‘ﬁ o S
t  _cerafiA ) S r%‘f-'.:'.'a.w'&-
S cmi—— . Decaer Neso
5 Decwer 28s0tats
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or engrave a headstone. Family members were either buried in
municipal plots with friends or other family members, or simply in

an unmarked grave.

You can find burial records

* https://www.ancestors.co.za/cemeteries/

e https://www.ancestors.co.za/database/cemeteryimg.php
* https://www.graves.eggsa.org/

it AP P
ilr “"ﬁ"'u:,‘ 'ﬂﬁ_&_

DIED : ) £
ceo,82 YO Ances
i WoT FORGC tors So
7 : i u 3
I'!?S
Souih Afr | '
(CR
| 1

BEGINNERS GUIDE
TYPES OF DOCUMENTS

BURIAL RECORDS

These are found in municipal offices. Burial records will usually
show many people are buried in one grave. Stillborn children's
names are not engraved on tombstones. During economic hard-times
families could not afford to purchase a family gravesite or to put up

5
-y
), Search R s N
e 4 ._.i_a“:-,___‘_
f Records - b
H i P o =
CRmEleries i R iy
o
[ o
of, DM A
1 m anrﬂﬁ i i |
il &

PLOT CARD EXAMPLE

Mame and Address Weedland., Joseph, Alfred Strest. Dy No. Woo
Alloimant Roman Caltolic Site  Inner . PlotMe, 50 C  ocuseser 414
Menumental Dpa. Nela.

RECORD OF BURIALS,

Lrate Mame of Poroa PosiDen Underaker
25/1 /1862 ¥W. G. Woodland. 50 c.w. I. 8. Hoogendoorn.
201 'JI."'.-:':-HE chlilid of J. Woodland. ol . w. mil
1 /7S 1LE00 child of W. J. Woodland. S50 c.w, mil
198/ 1804 Maud Woodland. 50 c.m. Fumeral Asscciation.
30/4 /1899 George Edward Woodland, 50 C.E. J. 5. Hoogendoorn,
L/12,/189%9 child of W. J. Woodland. 500 C.E.
30/6/1900 child of W, Woodland, a0 B.E. g
F1/1902 William D. Woodland. 50 B.E, Goodall & Co.

A This plot card is a poignant example of a grave
with 8 still births from one woman over a period of
years. These children would not have had birth
certificates or death certificates and would be the
only record that they existed besides the reglster of

still births in the archives.

=y i,

P

St

wu:} DIED 67 JULY 1EIEIE
ﬁ* . AGED 22 " YEARS,

"j- .nrnr LOST 8UT GONE aeruns

Eyi g ALSO

- - .J-.—

5}**‘ , JANET ADAM, Ty
%[ ' MOTHER OF THE ABOVE, 1

\ ',  DIED 3. AUG. 1932.F .°

ACED B2 YEARS.

' GONE, BUT NOT FORGOTTEN.

A Compare the names on the
headstone of Janet Adam and the
names on the cemetery plot card.
You will notice that John Michael F.
Evans does not appear on the

Mame and Address  Adam, Janet. 150, Buitengracht Stre ,.C. T. DhwvMo, Ad
Allotment  United . Site Inner.. Plot Mo, 836  owwtemer 1235
Manumental Dpt. HS}IJ'
RECORD OF BURIALS. 32",

Datg, : Ma=e of Persan., Piadlnes, Undertaker,
= .3 —m e — i e L
B/7/1896 | Sherriff Paterson Adam 11593 A J- 5. Hoogendoomn,
h_ & 1932 Adam, I:F.Indl." 11593 B J;I'g hbm-’fﬂﬂﬂ’iiﬁndﬁ:&
' :'_?3‘1". Ewans, :Jnh:u Michael F. 11593 C.

x Memorcal on Aheo l..lE-l!'-::f gritd 0O 'flf.;l.-u. savel awd r".'rrm.-l"'m
»ﬂ:,r, veolend aferm. on fﬁ/fﬁf /F’J",-‘E’r

A This burial record shows burial dates, positions in the
cemetery and undertakers. The note at the bottom provides
valuable history about the grave.
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OTHER RECORDS

Once you start researching your family, you'll discover all sorts of archived .
primary source material to confirm and expand your investigations. This is
just a handful of the absorbing documents you will find yourself poring over,
once you're bit by the genie bug,

q gearch

(" Recofds
i

[0, Cometeries

o Resourees

Ne /7060 |
DEGEASED ESTATE RECORDS mﬂ":r."'.;gga ﬂgggﬁf ﬁ%'

When someone dies their Estate Papers are lodged with the Master of the
High Court. After a 50 years, these are moved to the nearest Provincial
Archives. If someone died in Matal before 1975 then their estate papers will be found in  §*
the Pietermaritzburg Archives and if they died in the Cape before 1996 then they will be § ' B Ak of e

Ser nl Hodiresitiey of the fecmssd OLBBgow, Bootlosd. Soolenan,
Fuber_  THOMAS ETLL
10 Eakdale St., Glamgow.
Modher HOBE RILL,

in the Cape Town Archives.
179 Ballabosston Delve, H%

Estate Papers dating from before the dates below will be found in the gt T Party-aix R i

ot p ot o 0o B, ] Bhipping Olark

1 it o reiloer of tho denset,

7 (- Homrrarsie | Port Eilsaveth, ape Province.

o Demonal_ Weiren or Wi, Eldcuar .

e | —

archives. Those dating from after these dates will be found in the Master's
Office in the towns concerned.

" ] I
Archive Source Code Year et [ HILEN XILL {boen HODSTOR)
rd Koveaber, 1800, 7.
Cape Town MOOC 1996 R Thert Kl ove Eroiacn,
I -+ T iy of B dovanan: Oy £th Beptomber, e 7.
Grahamstown MOG 1962 Towen : :
= 8 — — Meminpmmsdet. | Toss o P Port Ellcabeth,
Pietermaritzburg | MHG 1975 ; | Encic Oape Provinoe.
- , .hl-dﬂhq. e
| Bloemfontein | MHG | o rprip— =
|
Pretoria TAB 1978 xy n:ml..il.ﬁl: Bhawlands, Olasgow
e, P R MG = o TROMAS OEDBRE KIL, : :
Kimberley MOK 1957 R
DATID HILL, 10 Bahdale Bt., Crossnlll, Oloagos,Sootiscd.

(ELTIATHTR TUEINIE, dar do:
ISARELLA TIPOND JACZSOR, 176 Bellabousten Dwlira.

The earliest estate papers are in the Cape Town Archives. The source code is
. : v lm;puk Glanges.
JREATE WedMTERA HILL, doiz da:

MOOC from the 6/9/ series and covers death notices from 1831 until 1959,
Slave death notices also fall under the MOOC source code but are in the
6/1-6/3 series. Early death notices were filed separately to Ligquidation and

B8 et et sy maradie gosperty 1 Yo INVENTORY of the Sasand of el e o 3

Distribution accounts and wills, and only from the late 1900s were all three sets ; B deciased latt sry Germereide prepey T TR,
: : 8 S fhad e sminie mcamls FIW 54 viles 1 T Aert B VA 2 Fanr _ i 6
of documents included in one estate file. (TP - : R }f“::- i_: J
. — — r—— . Sdgeoosbe  we  INTH eyl "'- ——m Ty ;o s, ; _{;;n:ﬂ..ﬂ.l
B (Mot 2vecais o) e A ‘:.ﬁ..,-:.“; . s >
| 4 Read man th’E ahﬂut dEt’EESEd Estates_ .'_- i -:'E h:l:'-::::__' "---.- - _)) £ -'-l'.-..rrf.ru_ I P—— ﬁn.a’\_-_._rr.--' -':.‘i_.q-n--.- .f___-l 0, 8
T T L1 ﬁ = [ l—n -- Ay -
| X https:/fwww.ancestors.co.za/deceased-estates-south-africa/ T e - e -'-""E- ' oy ' 5 s
| = u '=.-_“l o _I-_-_ r .?::-rr-r i FrE A m
T s e _}EM ¢ Sarmevas . ‘e Lis.e.0
i .:‘:n-: .-:'n.:'u':ul"u |:? -':?ll:m-{-'_, --;---I-" r'-'\l_j'.r-l-'-\.' _"‘ &, 0, [
I B The inventories in a deceased estate list all the possessions, { Mot Top . £60. 0. 0
H | including livestock and slaves. Estate papers from 500205

W Grahamstown and Kimberley are also housed in the Cape - -
Town Archives.

LAND RECORDS

Land records confirm where family members owned

VOTERS ROLLS

Municipal voter’s rolls reveal a wealth of information, property and sometimes what it looked like back then.
including addresses, occupations, value of property (in some) These are found in the deeds office.
and ID numbers. (This information changes from year to year https://www.windeed.co.za/

and century to century.) Ancestors South Africa has captured e
several voters records in their online database.

Diagram Shewing Jra T l"ﬂrtl-ﬂﬂ 22, =
https:/fwww.ancestors.co.za/database/electoral.ph e T - A
P PAP = PORTION 23

ROLL OF VOTERS ror THE MUNICIPAL ELECTION, 1935, : OFLTHE | FARM

i : | RIETFONTEIN 27 Portion 24

NAME OF VOTER ADDRESS. OCCUPATION, | WATURE OF zmm:n ; 1| (e in the District of Wi .

R . W | GUALIPICATION. a:rl;::m:ﬁ. [ mm the District orcester

Johnaton, Thomas |23 Chonck M. | Clond vt L0 | 5581 Scale 10 chains to an inch. ;

| -F::cw'.}"';-‘;{'ﬂ::q "{'i?ﬂ.r'.f"

S383 |

«é’m;p _EJMJ.‘E Hiedower M £30

I
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e —

€ 0PGAAFROLLE | (ogecf Tt Ao 1232

These contain information collected for tax

purposes between 1692 to 1845. These Jj;;;;% | Jhecck | Saarden:
documents include information on members § |

. of the family and how many slaves they had,  Sfar var der Sel | £ 2
as well as possessions such as vines, sheep, G eeter Halbeeck | 20 | 7

| guns and wagons. They also include the E. ﬁrr:iﬂ‘ Becguaine o &

‘ name of the farm the family and their slaves | Jacobs Homprirere ¥ g
lived on and how much was harvested that year. B Mulane Lecgner 5 79
These records can be found in the
Cape Town Archives,

: 0 COURT OF JUSTICE RECORDS

Kept in the Western Cape Archives and
Records Service (source code CJ), these
' document civil and criminal cases tried
by the Dutch East India Company at
the Castle.

These can be fascinating documents as
in many cases testimonies were taken
from people involved, illuminating
details of their lives. See also the
Magisterial Archives for later cases
from the outlying districts of

Cape Town.

R e | Wogoni| Winan | Lan e
S5 %3 F ; i | Comatantia 1200 muid
5 .;. . VL : Bavehenmsted Goo
5 S R Heondedarcht boo
5 FA 3" | 2 , ﬁm&ﬂ:d'fﬂ;'& froo
5 S AT i | Terpetegen oo |

ECoxtract Tlit de f‘fa.mfuffﬂn I
van den j%:atf var tﬁ:,ff:h'g :

op het Rasteel de :c}';gﬂd?ﬂ ﬁ’bap.

ilﬂf?l'?{’ﬂf'fffﬁ?s A JE'I‘I ﬁﬂﬂ'ﬂ?ﬁ!ﬁ E‘I’-ﬂﬂﬁ'ﬁ' pAa FF g
Eﬂ.ﬁﬁfi, en verdlaarde af ecede, dal ﬂjf .-::p et
Ed:ﬂﬂf h_,.ff. door Hendrik Preters i?-:‘-.:'d'%?d’.ri ende

gevbeckt wvas, en dat ky daar e
fgy"mcéc-rﬂ.r LF,

Anne I737.
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€) GOVERNMENT GAZETTES

These publications are to be found in the Cape Town

Archives.

Government gazettes in South Africa originated on

THE CAPE TOWN GAZETTE

August 16, 1800, when the first official newspaper,
The Cape Town Gazette and African Advertiser
(Kaapsche Stads Courant en Africaansche Berigter),
was published. This publication served as the
government's official mouthpiece to communicate
laws and notices to the public.

GOVERNMENT NOTICE,

By Order of His Eacellency

The Acting-Governor,

Cape Town, 16cth Angusd, 1500,

These publications are mines of information and are
often consulted by genealogists for names from shipping
intelligence, passenger lists, deserted soldiers, deceased
estate references, items for sale, marriages, baptisms
and criminal issues such as “lying drunk in the street”

is not uncommon finding in these publications

= -
54l
GOVERNMENT GAZETTE
AND AFRICAN ADVERTISER. (STAATSKOERANT.) -
(KAAPSCHE STADS COURANT EN AFRICAANSCHE BERIGTER.)
: — — : May 31, 1910.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 16, 1800, i
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA,
|
T PR
| b STy | ~ PROCLAMATION.
| By Hix Faceliency the Goverses Groeral,
The ship Maodlin, T =il * Whereas it is expedient to publish the following
Acts and Proclomations for general information:
“The beig Favorie, Baker, from Calousta, Now, therefora, I hereby proclaim and give
» =) | notice of the same, o
q._,:-;«-*i by | The ship Princess Royal, Baylay, from
p s THE KING.
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s+~ HOW AND WHERE TO FIND THE DOCUMENTS <

The documents discussed are archived in a variety

of repositories across the country. Finding them

usually means going direct to the source. Happily,
there are online databases that can help you work
out what you're looking for before you make

your trek.

@ ONLINE

The best place to start your

research is on hitps://www.ancestors.coza

but the National Archives

is the official Government
resource. The best way to
start searching the National
Archives is through the
powerful, free, on-line search
facility called NAAIRS (short
for National Automated
Archival Information Retrieval
System) at www.national.
archives.gov,za. This facility
searches all the documents of
the various physical archives
around the country. While it
doesn't give you the document
itself, it provides you with the
repository and source codes
so that you can request the
document you need from the
correct archive,

Insert a term (preferably

a single word) and use the
operators to help narrow your

Fal

-

i
| National Archives of South Africa (NASA)

Database: All Archives Repositories and National Registers of non-public records
NAAIRS - Result Summary

ELEe ]

Please: For the purposes of enquires about specific archives or the ordering of copies, it is essential to
Note: provide the full information in the SOURCE, VOLUME and REFERENCE fields.
Result Pages: 1
SELECT SOURCE VOLUMENOQ REFERENCE DESCRIPTION BEGIN DATE END DATE

] MOOC 6/9/23606 2295/55 WOODLAND, HERBERT RICHARD, ESTATE PAPERS. 1935 1935
[] MO &/9/17152 2733750 WOODLAND, RICHARD ARTHUR, ESTATE PAPERS. 1950 1950
[ ] MOGC B/9f524 16899 WOODLAND, RICHARD, DEATH MOTICE. 1905 1905
] MO 137171342 177 WOODLAND, RICHARD, LIQUIDATION AND DISTRIBUTTON ACCOUNT. 1905 1905
[_ MO0 1371/1378 &0 WOODLAND, RICHARD, LIQUIDATION AND DISTRIBUTION ACCOUNT. 1905 15905

@ Use the reference numbers to request the document from the relevant archive.

STEP 2: NAAIRS - QUERY INPUT (

National Archives of South Africa (NASA)

Database: All Archives Repositories and National Registers of non-public records

Search I Clear |

Query Input
L ]

|_ Change Database | Saved Queries |

Search | Clear |

Search Words (Insert one or more SearchWords) O perators
|wnnd|anu:| | Mear ﬂ ;
|r||:hard |.ﬁ.nl::| |
| or
| [ Not o :
Ehmnc_rlugicaT Chronological 2
B o B
Date IAECE”":"“Q "[
Ending Date r [= < "l

Help for structuring queries.

Change Database | Saved Queries |

B DOCUMENTS PRESERVE THE PAST - YOU DISCOVER THE STORY

USE THE OPERATORS g

¢« AND = finds both terms

ADJACENT = finds both
terms right next to each

other

NEAR = finds both terms
when they occur close to

each other

OR = finds either term,

or both

NOT = finds one of the
terms (useful when the
surname is the same as
that of a prolific person:
eg. Luthuli NOT Albert).
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NAAIRS - DATABASES ON THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES WEBSITE

GEN Data of the South African Genealogical Society on Gravestones

HER Data of the Bureau of Heraldry on registered heraldic representations
KAB Cape Town Archives Repository

MAN  National Registers of Manuscripts and Photographs (NAREM and NAREF) | & s 1
Mational Archives’ cartographic and library material, microfilms and copies "

N A B Pietermaritzburg Archives Repository

OUM  National Register of Audio-Visual Material (NAROM) '

GOVERNMENT GAZETTE.

ROS  National Register of Oral Sources (NAROS)
‘ (KAAPSCHE STADS COURANT EX AFRIKAANSCHE BERIOTER)

RSA All Archives Repositories and National Registers of non-public records

R = i

SATURDAY, AUGUST 16, 1800.

SAB MNational Archives Repository (Public Records of Central Government since 1910) i - -
ARRIVALS.

TAB MNational Archives Repository (Public Records of former Transvaal Province and its BT HOTICE|

predecessors as well as of magistrates and local authorities) :““ﬂ"‘:‘“ > pmat |
piuctyin

" oo sie (dea
et miste” B Gaoins

S Thoted k.
I Broon: pise i oals

feue i finon sdices
[5ar F il an Bacs .,

TBD Durban Archives Repository

e el Sie 9= el

Bastir g5 brp il pic

TBE Port Elizabeth Archives Repository Bogsians by. & Lmee

Fobee Tt gt 0. tmees Five ap Gieod,
ele 5 wedo s et

TBK
VAB

Cape Town Records Centre

Free State Archives Repository

frie il oo el J

7™ STATE ARCHIVES

There are a number of archives and other document storage facilities spread
all over South Africa. Specific archives house location-relevant documents
(for example, the Bloemfontein Archives contain documents about prisoners
held in Boer War concentration camps). You will be able to find the reference
codes to the material you're looking for on NAAIRS, but may find yourself
travelling the country to lay hands on the originals.

*  WESTERN CAPE
ARCHIVES AxD RECORDS _

'-"-
L

The Western Cape Archives and Records Service (or simply Cape Town
Archives) in Roeland Street, Cape Town, houses South Africa’s oldest
documents on seven floors. Placed end-to-end, the records kept here stretch
45km. As Cape Town was an entry point of immigrants of all races to South
Africa there are many relevant documents here for South African genealogists.

You can find a list of the contact details of all the archives on Ancestry24.

All the archives in South Africa are open to the public, although you must
observe protocol: don't take food, cameras or pens past the check-in. You will
not be allowed into the archives themselves, but you can request documents
and they will be brought to you in the reading room (you can't have more
than three at a time). Archivists are trained professionals with large amounts
of experience and some impressively arcane knowledge, so ask for assistance
— you'll be pleased with the information you get.

EJ'EIJ" Eﬂ:" | 131’1! |
524 1341 ‘!311 1378

If you want to use a camera to take photographs of documents
you will need special permission in advance from the head archivist

in charge of the reading room at “Readroom@pgwec.gov.za”
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<+ HOW AND WHERE TO FIND THE DOCUMENTS +]
O cvomes g | | e

Diare Meme aof Perman Peaition | Underdaker

= = H = —

fll.-"l_?l,."r.rﬂfﬁi 54";: rrﬂff .af'l‘rﬂ?ﬂ _.:_.?_.-_.-"M -'r"-l"-t'l-'.-
v | I-'-'..,l El:l'ir l.-'?_r!rﬂ FIE jﬂhif 5;.*\- n.:r:’ |
| p @ JI'II'FF.?: EI-I'GHJ jﬂ‘ﬂ .-:?!'.1':.{.1.:.'." .I:'? |E.I.'l I'rﬁ- .l'f'ﬂf

g r;,,m.'c'. e eidrnn

Standing at the place where your ancestor
is buried and reading their headstone can

..?njr-. .-'Eln-ud':a:rin. a l'ﬁ'llzr‘l‘.

be a moving experience. However, you'll
want to do research at the Municipal

Ui s 2 -! o y " £ ¥ I'.-: -"-: {-' 'r.- .-'- ::-.' -rl T ."- -
ﬂ'FFl'[:Eﬂ tﬂ g’Et tI"IE FLE].] p“:_ture: Burlal 1 : 2 ot A ;’_-.'-' P, r’:‘; ‘-_.r- -:I_q: .l"" r."r.:ln. = &fig _.F.I- = :-:_ i j,--.u\. 4 .-" ,r:', i i Y] .-'.‘-:!';
| ;'.-. { Heie PTans { Hovdent o Hee | J ':-.:.i-':-gl .j'-l.'l.j.I

records will usually show many people
are buried in one grave.

e s
e

| Refer to our beginners guide 13 as well as:

T

| https://www.ancestors.co.za/church-cemeteries-cape-town/

“
[ 1*

I .4: "1 r‘@
|.”" '-'
3 g

https://www.ancestors.co.za/somerset-road-cemetery-lost-inscriptions/

https://www.ancestors.co.za/cemetery-project-for-school-children/ :

CF
¥
. "l"'l

http:/fwww.findagrave.com

https://www.graves.eggsa.org/

-~ = —

@ CHURCH ARCHIVES ' N | [

v REGISTER
The earliest church records are Dutch Reformed Church L i CORY LIBRARY
records, which date from 1660 - for many years this was TN o P = k. il GRAHMS};-QHW

the only official church in South Africa.

Website: https:(ngkerk.org.zalenglish/

The bulk of Methodist Church registers are housed at the Cory
Library in Grahamstown. They also have Presbyterian, Congregarional,
Catholic, Baptist and Hebrew registers for certain areas. A full list of
their collection can be viewed at www.ru.ac.za/corylibrary/.

The Anglican Church Archives contact
hetps:/www.wits.ac.za'historicalpapers/contact-us/

Cither denominations’ archives are scattered in different churches

across the country and not all churches even maintain their own
archives. Ancestors.co.za offers a selection of church records online,

including records from the historic St George’s Anglican Cathedral
Church in Cape Town.

Other Anglican Church records can be found online at the Anglican
Church Archives at Wits University hitps:/f'www.wits ac. za'historicalpapers/ i
and at hiips:fwww.familysearch.orglenfsearch/Aecation/africa’south-africa

| @ MUSLIM GENEALOGISTS

: ; , e i
Muslim genealogists may find it harder to trace documents as e e
records usually leave the mosque with the imam. However, there % ' J , 4
are mn:.iwldt_mls whﬁ.pe.rmnally house small collections of documents, Sy R gt e
including kitaabs (diaries). L > 'f:ﬂ e i iy
g II_-_ﬂrl;l.-"" aae .-E.-:-‘""‘_ ..--'__.'I!.J‘J"F‘"-?li

The Simonstown Heritage Museum is a good place to start
(Amlay House, King George's Way.
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: ‘E A nsporien en.
CSff gg;,:x;i'nua:‘f ;

.,/'&" rsfer van
Stlawe C ‘_'rwyjﬂ‘:: :

e, f.!r,r;ﬂ'-r.? 728,

Members of the public can access title deeds at these offices
throughout the country. It is possible to trace the entire history
of a single building — ownership, price paid and amendments —
by simply presenting an erf (plot) number (they can also help
you determine the erf number through a street address).

The offices charge fees for enquiries and copies — quite small,
unless you want certified copies.

Slaves, who were kept at the Cape from 1658 to 1838, were -
considered property and therefore records of slave ownership | §
can be found in the Cape Town deeds office in Plein Street.
Documents called Slave Transfers (Transporten en Scheepskennis)
are archived here up to 1730. Both these are available on
Robert Shells Changing Hands https://www.ancestors.co.za/
changing-hands/

Another way to search the deeds offices is through Land Reform
and Rural Development at https://www.deeds.gov.za/ :

DEPARTMENT OF HOME AFFAIRS

The Department of Home Affairs keeps birth, death and marriage certificates.
You need to apply in writing for a copy - specify that you want a “unabridged
certificate” or “vault copy™ it's more detailed.

As you have probably experienced, getting documents out of Home Affairs is
a tediously drawn-out process: expect to wait up to a year for your puzzle piece

(if you have an ID number, it will go much quicker). They will charge you a
small fee (about R100).

/

There is no online application portal at all - all applications
need to be made in person.

Also refer to the Ancestors Research Beginners 11 + 12.
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UNABRIDGED
EBIRTH CERTIFICATE

DEPARTMERT OF 1HDME ATTAIRS
HEIFRLED W SOMITH AFNECA

Faapos

UNABRIDGED
DEATH CERTIFICATE

CIFARTHRONT OF HOME AFTAIRS
REFONLIC OFF BOUTH AFEICA

UNAERIDGED
MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE

P ARTREENT OF [EDME ATTAIRS
RLPURLIC OF SCLITH AFZICA,

The Master of the High Court holds information on deceased estates,

including wills,

Estate papers dating from before the dates below
will be found in the region’s archives.

Cape Town 1996
Grahamstown 1962
Natal 195
Gauteng [Transvaal} 19?3
(Orange) Free State 1951

Klmherley

DOCUMENTS TELL STORIES

I
NVENTORY OF BsTare
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.5 LA

DISCOVER YOUR HERITAGE

I'l'-rm-. 'F'l'l'-l'l".l"r
Maresty S®ir

Contact details for the various
Masters of the High Court can
be found on the Department
of Justice’s website at
https://www.justice.gov.za/

PRESERVE YOUR LEGACY
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<& GOING BEYOND THE BASICS - + 3

The dm:uments listed in the previous sections of this bcglnners gmdf: are all
potentially rich resources. But sometimes that information isn’t available — perhaps
your ancestor wasn't born here, or they didn’t get married, or (shockingly, at the
time) they had a child out of wedlock. Perhaps they were of a racial or religious
group that wasn't particularly well-documented by the government or institutions.
Sometimes you simply want to fill in gaps in your ancestor’s personal history.

This means you'll need to imagine your ancestors’ lives in a broader sense

than “born, married + died” and look at different ways to find out information —_—
about them.

|4 - | ;
P "

Put on your trenchcoat and deerstalker — it’s time to become
a seriously hardboiled family detective! "

£25) HOW DID YOUR ANCESTORS ARRIVE?

The colony needed labour and many people were enticed or coerced to South Africa
over the centuries. Europeans formed part of incentivised immigration schemes, while
people from Indian Ocean islands, South and East Asia and West Africa were brought
here as slaves in other parts of the world.

In the early 1800s the Children’s Friend Society recruited destitute street children

as apprentices. In the mid-1800s assisted immigration schemes brought 12 000 more
people into the country from England and 2300 of these were German Legionnaires
from the Crimean War. Later in the century, 2000 Dutch people were brought in to
work on railways. In 1904 Chinese immigrants came to work on Transvaal mines and
after WW1 ex-British Service men were encouraged to settle here.

Here are details on some of the bigger and better known immigration schemes:

VOC (Vereenigde Oost-Indische Compagnie): It

was The Dutch East India Company that sent Jan van

Riebeeck to set up a refreshment station at the Cape of
Good Hope in 1652. Along with him they sent a tough
group of men (there were few women) who were good
with their hands. Many of these men had children with
slave women, who began to arrive at the Cape in 1658.

-b%rg_gtsﬁr g Baubm int Casqeeﬂ

Hoop Anno 1652..

; jﬁﬂ“ﬂfJ
; ."'“ E“FF“¢“ Seag -ber miﬁct Bcufncnrﬁt (.En"énﬂr Tﬁ?nt he-.

The documents of the first 70 years or so at the Cape
(which are housed in the Cape Town Archives) are

‘Lam-:::'fwr.ﬂq e DEc, ﬂll?&l &, m: phEc bu::r: thmq. moofbe g bE .

Sn:_pr. Ec?ﬁcn -Bﬂt]:m:frﬂ:l:, Eﬂ Eag I't:i‘:!:'-ll‘r tﬂ ob e

written in Gothic script in High Dutch, and can be
difficult to read.

e obe.
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l ‘Eﬂ? #EJ‘EC ﬂt&rf&cﬂ .ﬁﬁ&tt Ec bnﬂm - c-rI'l: En:rrr ﬂ{‘ﬂl {ll'.f.‘. n
: b; Ecngﬂﬁ okfe fe Paﬂu e ofe nubbece. Lo Bd't 5-:: {Jtﬂl':'l:-

': FF: 10t ngcEcEr Foc Sn?me, Bnucr; ,Ef Qed. Sao,
; ctotote, .Bn Eﬂt‘t tc#.'{bta Bp.:Echnf hﬂnbt baﬁz Hcr.h ‘F‘mr ﬂ.FcL

-5“"““ cheoe .ot E‘tg‘g’ Be. Eﬂ‘}‘fﬂﬁ m,-:'tgr fo Banine£4 36 —— |

'1- -dh-l’-l—Ll ﬂijb Ru---ﬂ.ﬂf ii‘“b -:ul..—-i--—-—-u.—.l l-.l;n. I'L 'I.-- - -l.l-i'L.—n—.- :

DISEDVEH YDU-R PAST « PRESERVE YOUR HERITAGE ~ PASS YOUR LEGACY




Ancestors South Africa

Genealogical Research Services

FRENCH HUGUENOTS:

Hundreds of thousands of Protestant French

ﬂed to other parts of the world during the seventeenth century. The
main influx to South Africa was in 1688—89 and these refugees settled in
Franschhoek: among them were the De Villiers’, the Du Plessis’, the Le

Roux’s and other families familiar to South Africans today.

Contact the Huguenot Society of South Africa:
https://huguenotsociety.org.za/

—11‘

rfﬁ EMIGRANT |

BN BOARD THE

1320 SETTLERS Four thousand British Settlers

arrived on ships in the Eastern Cape in 60 parties during 1820.

EH:'[HLI‘ITTE AND “LADY I}LEI'I-ELE b

FOR THE |

Thesc settlers have been extremely well documented and their

descendants keep detailed and up-to-date genealogical information.

Visit: https://www.1820settlers.com/

Original official documents can be found in the Cape Town
Archives in the Colonial Office Archives (code CO).

i T - LI [ ab wy 4] By
E_:. url:r i = E
'lnll Hlﬂﬁr }I . the
: L I "'ﬂ T Etﬂl’J r_ll" Sr.h

LITHUANIAN JEWS: 15 he tce nineteenth and early

twentieth century, millions of Jews fled persecution in Eastern Europe. S|
About 30 000 Lithuanian Jews (Lacvii settled in South Africa: 80% of
South African Jews today are of Baltic descent. Other than consulting
the archives for naturalisation certificates (look in the Colonial Office

Archives, code CO), you can research the history of Jews in South Africa
in the Gitlin Library in the Holocaust Centre in Gardens
https://ctholocaust.co.za/, Cape Town or contact the South African

Jewish Board of Deputies in Johanneshueg or visit
https://www.jewishgen.org/safrica/

ALSO on Ancestors Research South Africa there is the
1929 Jewish Year Book https://www.ancestors.co.za/database/jewishbook1929.php

MISSIBNARIES Missionaries and the schools they set up have

played an important role in the history of South Africa. Many mission

stations and church archives have records (Lovedale in the Eastern Cape

is a particularly well-documented mission and school). These are also

useful in tracing the stories of freed slaves and indigenous black

South Africans.

DISCOVER YOUR PAST < PRESERVE YOUR HERITAGE
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INDENTURED INDIAN MIGRANTS: Between 1860 and 1911 over

150 000 Indians arrived in Natal, many on five-year contracts as indentured

labourers, others as free “passenger Indians” (usually merchants). Only about

35 000 of them returned to India.

The Indian Shipping Lists (compiled by Prof J. B. Brain), which contain
information about indentured labourers, are available on the Ancestors
Research South Africa

https://www.ancestors.co.za/database/indianmig.php

SHIPPING AND PASSENGER RECORDS: nianynev |1

South Africans arrived on their own steam - their details can be found in . = VERTISER
- . - = . .'.I.':":- A - = i
passenger records, which are usually pieced together from Government Gazettes, | | AND A RIC -

— -
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» Links to websites featuring passenger lists of particular ships can also be |

Hipke 1OELE

found on Ancestry24.

* You can read more about shipping and passenger records here
https://www.ancestors.co.za/shipping-and-passenger-records-in-south-africa/

 and here https://www.ancestors.co.za/immigration-references-for-the-cape-
colony-19th-and-20th-century/

* Another useful site, particularly for ships docking in Natal, is
www.sa-passenger-list.za.net and
https://www.eggsa.org/arrivals/eGGSA%20Passenger%20 Rr_ujg_t_;ttht_nﬂ

IMMIGRATIONS REFERENCES FOR THE CAPE COLONY 19™ AND 20™ CENTURY

Immigrations References for the Cape Colony 19th and 20th Century are not as difficult as people imagine, however, most of them are not indexed and
you would need to physically visit the archives or pay a professional researcher to do it an your behalf, which is much more cost-effective than either
flying halfway around the world or your time, parking, petrol, ordering copies of documents, etc.

Volume Description Collection Archive Reference

6054 Vol 1 -4 Permits to remain in the colony 1806 — 1828 Archives of the Colonial Office CcO
6055 Vol 1 Index .t-::- I.3’::n'ni[5 to Rernm;n the Colony 1806 — 1838 Arr:h'wr;: of the Cr.ﬂnnial E;I:ﬁr:e cO
6055 Vol 2 -3 Register of Permissions to remain in the Colony | 1806 — 1838 Archives of the Colonial Office CO
6056 Vol 1 Register of Permissions to remain in the Colony | 1839 - 1843 Archives of the Colonial Office CO
6056 Vol 2 Permissions granted to British Settlers | 1806 - 1809 Archives of the Colonial Office CO
6059 Sundry Permits to leave/remain in the Colony | 1809 -1344 Archives of the Colonial Office CO
6060 - 6066 Permits to leave the Colony | 1806 -1844 Archives of the Colonial Office CO
5760 — 5769 Letters of Naturalization _ 1806 -1902 P lf;'.D
8552 — 8696 :‘.pplit:nticrn. .Letters. of Naturalization 1865 -.1911 Archives of the Colonial Office CO
6137 - 6138 List of British Settlers to the Cape 1820 Archives of the Colonial Office CO
136, 138, 178, Letters received from Settlers | 1820 - 1825 Archives of the Colonial Office CO

2011, 223 and 249

DISCOVER YOUR

Every document tells a story. Look beyond the obvious and uncover the
journey, struggles and triumphs that shaped your ancestors’ lives.
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RESEARCHING YOUR
SLAVE éeI:LCESTORS

Slaves started arriving in the Cape from West Africa in 1658. From 1693
slaves, who were by this stage mainly from Indian Ocean countries such as

fﬁ‘
—ﬁ"b .

Indonesia, Malaysia and Ceylon, outnumbered European settlers at the Cape.

slaves were freed on 1st December 1838. AN

Documents on individual slaves are scarce and there is very little written
by the slaves themselves. However, there are several researchers dedicated
to piecing together the story of the Cape's slaves from a variety of resources,
including missionary records and their owners’ title deeds (it can be
distressing for a slave descendant to realise their ancestor is registered in the
deeds office, along with other property). Slaves’ death notices from the Slave
Lodge are called the Artestatien and are housed in the Cape Town Archives or
on Prof Shell’s database, Changing Hands.

Professor Robert C. H. Shell was one of the leading researchers on the
subject. His database Changing Hands lists 132 974 items, including slaves,
that changed ownership between 1588 and 1888.

You can find a searchable on Ancestors Research South Africa here
https://www.ancestors.co.za/changing-hands/ as well as

Diaspora to Diorama — The old Slave Lodge
trashed/from-diaspora-to-diorama/

https://www.ancestors.co. za/ hnnks

i~ PR

Other books that will help are the absolute beginner's guide The Chains
that Bind Us by Nigel Worden et al (Juta) and the compelling Echoes of
Slavery: Voices from South Africa’s past by Jackie Loos (David Phillip: 2004).

Several common South African surnames can be linked directly back
to slave women who married European settlers: Bezuidenhout, Heyns,
Landman, Langeveld, Snyman and Steyn are among them.

Links, with supporting genealogical histories, to other surnames can

\ @ |' be found at www.stamouers.com + First Fifty Years
.

._._._.f/ https:{/web.archive.org/web/2024 10091 84853/ http://e-family.co.za/fv/e5/p5296.htm

For more information on tracing your slave ancestors read Slaves at the

Cape: A Guidebook for Beginner Researchers (2nd Edition) by Carohn Cornell
(Historical Studies Department, UCT: 2005) i
https://www.tracinghistorytrust.co.za/files/Slaves%20at%20the%20Cape. pdf

In the early 1800s there were two slave uprisings. An estimated 38 000 Cape Al
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WHAT DID YOUR ANCESTDRS D0?

You can discover interesting information and add “colour” to yOur ancestors’

life stories by researching them via their occupations.

CI.ER EY: You can write to the various church archives, or consult
The Dictionary of South African Biography Volumes 1-5: these contain

thousands of biographies and can be found in your local library. University
libraries also hold a lot of private papers and unpublished acquisitions which __
are a wealth of knowledge. For particular denominations, books like MESSENGERS,

NGK

Messengers, Watchmen and Stewards by Andries William De Villiers — a

biographical register of clergymen licensed, ordained for service, or otherwise WATCHMEN JAARBOEK
active, in the Anglican diocese of Cape Town prior to the death of Archbishop o 2024
William West Jones on 21 May 1908 — are useful. The NGK Jaarboek, an STEWARDS .__," ¥
annual publication is a good source for Dutch Reformed ancestors. A Bisgraphical Rogister

You can contact Ancestors Research to do this for you:

https://www.ancestors.co.za/contact/ gl

M ".ITAHY: Ancestors research offers a comprehensive military research
service for WW1 + WW2 and you can contact us here

Thr:}f a]sr:r havc Various r-:-:::::rds m-:ludmg the Anglo Boer

War Free State Call Up Register containing more 7000 names and the
World War I and II Roll of Honour, containing more than 25 000 entries.
If you've found a medal or military decoration in your scratchings in the attic.

https://www.ancestors.co.za/database/bwcasualties.php

https://www.ancestors.co.za/database/rhodesianreb.php
https://www.ancestors.co.za/database/sawarmedals.php
https://www.ancestors.co.za/database/townguard.php

https://www.ancestors.co.za/database/constabulary.php

ROLL OF HONOUR
1914 — 1918

THEY GAYE THEIR TOHMY 1
FOR OUR TOMORROW
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ANQLU BOER WAR WORLD WAR |

Tl T R STy .

The Documentation Centre of the SANDF will provide copies of
| service records for members of the Army, Navy and Air Force if an
| application is made in writing to:

Documentation Centre of the SANDF

Department of Defence

Private Bag X289

PRETORIA 0001

Or e-mail: sandfdoc@mweb.co.za

DISCOVER YOUR PAST
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Detailed books were kept ﬂf members of the civil service — you can

even see how much your bookkeeper great-grandfather earned. P ¥

Civil service lists were published for many years in the late 1800s y - H AFRIC,, = JRANGE RIVEE EASTERN

and early 1900s. These publications can be found in the National - — IRECTOR ' CAPE :

Archives such as: - RED Hf‘r‘r' i

1904 Orange River Directory — Bloemfontein fft

* 1906 Eastern Cape Red Book — East London, Tarkastad, Victoria East,
Grigualand East, Spring Valley, Klaarfontein, Steynsburg, Bedford,
Dordrecht, Burghersdorp, Adelaide, Queenstown, Tembuland, Barkly
East, Cathcart, Aliwal North, Fort Beaufort, Grootvley

e 1907 Slater’s Directory for Grahamstown

¢ 1908 Civil Servants Pension List for Cape Town

¢ 1908 Field Cornets Pension List for Cape Town

¢ 1908 Widows Pension for Cape Town

You can also search in the National Libraries and the National Archives.

SHOPKEEPER: TR

Almanacs and the African Court Calendar are excellent sources arm{:ﬁ E;ZI]URT:

of information, giving the occupation and address of shop

keepers, craftsmen, inn keepers, hoteliers and even civil CALEF: o
servants, teachers and militia men — just to mention a few. | ALMANAC
Ancestors Research offers a selection of these books covering 13;59 -
the years 1813-1894 as well as other trade and street directories. ] : : ' '-'-
https://www.ancestors.co.za/database/capealmanac.php R T T )
| I

Taking the address to the deeds office can uncover more historical ool
details. The street names and numbers may well have changed, so
this will help you confirm a particular site in the current day.

FARMER:

You can also find information in trade directories such as:
# 1813 - 1889 African Court Calendars and Almanacs hitpe:/'www ancesiors.co.za/database/sfricourical. php
« 1828 - 1870 Cape Almanacs https:{/www.ancestors.co.za/database/capealmanac.php :
» 1897 Natal Directory hitps.//www.ancestors.co.za/database/nataldirectory.php
# 1904 Orange River Directory - Bloemfontein
» 1906 Eastern Cape Red Book — East London, Tarkastad, Victoria East, Griqualand East,
Spring Valley, Klaarfontein, Steynshurg, Bediord, Bedfoed, Dinedey,
Bedford, Dordford, Barky, Barbod & nidnest.. &y, wed leoetin et betiaford, Grdvley
s 1907 Slater's Directory for Grahamstown

!

LT

ELECTORAL ROLL 1904
Electoral Division of Stcifonbosch

DIRECTORY  |[SEISEL_SEE. . -
lﬂf. A Barger | Farmar | Sellombosch
l23g | P L Toit Farmar | Yo ok

| (257 | & C Yasor Yo ﬁmﬁuﬂf:ﬁfi{
.. 208 o Dnimass | Fonman | Dhoom Vadley.

You can also ind information in voter's lists, some of which can be found on

Ancestors Research South Africa - https://www.ancestors.co.za/database/electoral.php
(otherwise the Western Cape Archives).
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NDIGENOUS BLACK ANCESTORS®

“You need to rely a lot on oral history,” says Palesa Shongwe, researcher on
the TV show “Who Do You Think You Are?”

Black South Africans weren't as rigorously documented by the colonial

1 i &
‘5%‘55
£ 1

government as Europeans or even slaves, although a handful of black
people owned enough property to vote in the early days of the Colony.
Royal families have oral ancestral “charts”, but what if you're not part of
that line? What if evidence of your black African history was hidden,
considered shameful, and now you want to discover it?

0000000
>

You might find written, even photographic, evidence of your ancestors in
missionary archives, although details before the mid-1800s are sketchy.
People with Xhosa heritage may be able to find documentary evidence
further back, as the Eastern Cape was one of the first places missionaries
settled. Another way black people were written about was through conflict

with European settlers.
P I

The National Archives =
WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? e has thousands of records in its collection [I[T

as well as death notices for these people.

SOUTH AFRICA - EPISODE 6 : + NATIONAL ARCHIVES

WWW.ﬂﬂtlDﬂﬂl.ﬂfEh]?Eig(ﬁ?.Ia OF 50UTH AFRICA

JABULANI TSAMBO \ 2

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= M

CZ7RXHoAzw4&t=11s Several individual Khoi people

are also well-documented. They
had the most contact with the

There have been several books written on various settlers (and other passing
Dutch) from the 1600s.

One of the most written about
is Krotoa (renamed Eva) who
was adopted by Jan van

wars, including the Eastern Cape Xhosa wars in
the early 1800s and the Zulu War of 1879. The
older books, written by white people, are often

prejudicial to black people, but it is possible to B abescl andwras the st
{ glean information from them. Khoi woman to marry a Dutch
man, Pieter van Meerhof,

in 1659.

ROYAL BAFOKENG NATION
OF THE NORTH-WEST PROVINCE

www.bafokeng.com

LINEAGE OF ZULU KINGS |
http://en.wikipedia.org/ 3
wiki/List_of Zulu l(mg_ ‘L
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(Gazing at your carefully researched family tree, there’s little doubt you're '_f =EWE)
going to find yourself intrigued by how these names on paper actually lived
their lives. This is a linked yet different train of research, drawing on social
history (which is why some genealogists distinguish between a family tree

and a family history).

SNV An
1 Cestors Research $g 1
g.‘l' # lii-'-.'vn:'.llu;l.;i-:.:l._l Meveareh &:H.‘.qﬂﬁxa

FACEBOOK:

Follow Ancestors Research South Africa
hrtpﬁ.'.-".-’w'l.m'.{:acehtmk-cum.'“pﬂ:ﬁle.p_hpﬁidjlfﬂ}ﬂﬁﬂﬁiﬂllﬂﬁﬂﬁ

Fi 'rnrs .F_re_“"'":h South Africs

LIBRARIES:

The Mational Library of South Africa in Cape Town and
Pretoria has archives of newspapers dating back hundreds of

years — many genealogists have gathered illuminating insights

into their ancestors’ lives by finding a detailed obituary or a

mention of them in an article. Ancestry24 gives a list of

potentially useful libraries on the website.

.!"!!i!l-!
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MUSEUMS:

Mow that you've got a personal interest in South African

history, museums will become even more interesting (yes,

even those really dusty little ones in one-horse towns).
The Slave Lodge next to the Company Gardens in Cape
Town is a museum of particular interest to genealogists.

HERITAGE ROUTES: A | KHOISAN
: _ HERITAGE ROUTE /J

A number of extensive Heritage Routes are being developed : —

by government as a necessary process of recording historical

landmarks and to boost cultural tourism. For example, the new | (GRIQUALAND) _

KhoiSan Heritage Route is a nation-wide project of significant =9

sites including Adam Kok's grave in Griqualand, the sites of Pt

Griqua churches and other institutions, as well battle sites + BATTLE SITES A
associated with the War of 1799 to 1803. Happily, South Africa 1799-1803

is filled with avid amateur historians and you'll find them

conducting more informal walking tours in small towns, like
Muizenberg (see https://'www.awhaleofaheritageroute.co.za/

§ whatson.htm) + (https://www.capetownheritagetours.co.za/)
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(% WHAT IF I DISCOVER A SECRET"«-%%& .

This can be exciting or frightening, depending on what you find and how | ] ) A
long ago it happened. Discoveries could be relatively inconsequential (a
still birth) or completely earth-shattering (an adoption or a violent criminal
record). If these revelations involve a living relative, you will have to think
carefully about whether they'd want this information made know to them
(or about how upset they'll be that you've found out). You can pretty
much guarantee that they will ask you not to reveal particularly shameful
information, and it will probably be in your best interests to respect that.

South Africa is truly a rainbow
nation and the colours shine
through in family history
research. Mixed marriages, though
often discouraged, were only
officially made illegal in 1949.
Don't be surprised to find
ancestors of different racial

groups in your family tree.
(Genealogy is full of surprises!

-2 WHAT IF THERE'S AN ADOPTION IN THE FAMILY? <<=

Adoption is a very sensitive issue and it is suggested that all parties involved

Ne 1152 tWion or mﬂﬂ-ﬁmlu
go for counselling before attempting to apply for adoption papers. =

e Adﬂpﬁnﬂ Order
LT

These documents can be applied for at:

The Registrar of Adoptions o ,-f“:m : ﬁm.rm.ar;
Private Bag X 901 :mh . /‘f’/‘“ ::; :i 2ivicd]
Pretoria 0001 LT

P Do b, 7
h-'mq.u..-.,,_ .-':'_

sl 7 g.-_,ﬂ"- . _.-l""-. -
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Tel: +27 (0)21 312 7608
Older adoption papers after 1910 until about 1950 (but not all) are

"E'.i'!.r"ﬁ
housed at the National Archives www.national.archives.gov.za. :_'_::4' /_; 2 J/ .
. : . (e
Unless you are the adoptive person or you are the parent you will not be h“*‘rhn,__!d;. -&--"fr’.'-lai'-!
=t | s = 15 . ¥ ’ a H | _,.ln CLEAT e
allowed access to this records unless through an attorney or social worker. i L________ .

e |

You can read more on adoptions Doing a DNA test with either www.ancestry.com

records here

or www.myheritage.com or www.familytreedna.com

is great way to locate close DINA matches where

sometimes half siblings and full siblings can be found -

its definitely worth taking the chance if you have little to work with.

https://www.ancestors.co.za/ b
adoption-records-in-south-africa/
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TWHAT HAPPENS WHEN [ CANTFIND

|'

&5 WHAT I'M LOOKING FOR? 3+ F

66 “When you hit a wall you've got to move sideways and
backwards,” advises professional genealogist Heather MacAlister.
So you might look at your great grandmother’s sister’s death
notice to see what it says about her children and then find
evidence in their histories that confirm who your great-great
grandmother was. “It’s like putting the outline of a puzzle in
place, before you can fill in the pieces,” says Heather.

Like building a puzzle, genealogy is painstaking work,

but oh so satisfying when it comes together!

I."'_'_'.__'._—"_—r'—m-r - - '_-._‘ﬂ{ Il- 3 . 2 : —l T
| DEATH NOTICE. | ‘ rt' SCHOOL REGISTER. |
e :. = —I — _=!_. ......
| In loving memory of ' B S Yo
| MARY ANN SMITH, ' 708 ok Aot |
who passed away on T (et

12th March 1898,

.ﬁgﬁi T4 vears.
AP —At Rest—

Deeply lamented by
her loving falllﬂ&'
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HEATHER MACALISTER

Professional Genealogist

And what if you still don’t find anything? “Go back to the grassroots
level and find out as much as you can about the activities of the time.
Look for school records, records of forced removals, newspaper clippings
and which hospitals, clinics or churches they were likely to attend.
Consider sporting activities that were practised at the time, like judo,
badminton, table tennis and soccer, and look for club or competition
records. Also find out what pastimes the family was involved in, for
example scouting, girl guides or Sunday schools. You might be able to
find them through these nrgamsatmns records.

= w5 K :
@bﬂ "Iﬂ]]f gtl‘gllﬁ : SFRINGFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOL. ATHLETIC cLLlB. !
- CT*O™™ Il ADMISSION AND ATTENDANCE REGISTER. P Y il
§ - looa .trm rﬁ:mmL WEWS. ) ™ s o PR s [l e T i : T Ty ANNUAL SPORTS.
_ TUESDAY. AFRLL 1, 1908, R YA B b

SATURDAY, 3rd FEB.

Entries close
~ JANUARY 27th. MM

W e | o, | e Jarafi_Hilliams |-'5frfﬂzl 8 | J Wiliams |

!

2

3 | AMberd Favter rIE.f.lfj'ﬂzi & | A Foster
4

5

Arnie Jopade Loz | 9 o Jacods
William Peleesen I8.0.rq02 | 7

fe'._."-"ﬂ:'n-rrl

-l

To contact Heather I\“IEJ:CMEIEI‘ e, .
a professional genealogist to help | @ https:/]www_ancesmrs o

you with your research you can
email her at:
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